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life; partly because no final conclusion upon it has
been reached by the country. It has been usual to
blame Lord Salisbury for having neglected to grapple
with it during the two periods of office when he was
dictator of Parliament. The latter passages of his
striking speech in the debate show why he never
seriously attempted any reconstitution of the House
of Lords. Lord Salisbury did not live to witness the
passing of the Parliament Act, and it is possible to
imagine how the lightning of his sarcastic wit would
have played about that measure. It is too soon as
yet to gauge the precise outcome of what was un-
doubtedly intended to be the prelude to another Act
remodelling the constitution of the House. Hitherto
its effects have not been notable in any direction.
But at any rate, if Lord Salisbury were here, he could
point to the complete failure, so far, to devise depar-
ture from the purely hereditary basis of the Second
Chamber.

To conclude this year's dealing with the question,
Rosebery took no part in the long debate on Lord
Dunraven's House of Lords (Constitution) Bill (April
26th). It was a far-reaching measure, but was with-
drawn on Lord Salisbury's undertaking to bring in a
Bill for the creation of some Life Peers, and to make
possible the expulsion of " black sheep."

The engagement regarding Life Peers was fulfilled
on June 18th by the first reading of a Bill empowering
the creation of not more than three of these exalted
beings in a year, belonging to certain categories in the
Navy, Army, Diplomatic or Civil Services. Two
others of some special qualifications might, but need
not, be created, making five in all as a maximum.
Power would also be taken to expel a " black sheep "
by the cancellation of his Writ of Summons.

Rosebery followed, and thought that in view of the
wide discussion of reform in the -Press and on plat-
forms, and of the danger of complete want of sym-
pathy between the two Houses, these small proposals
made one feel that the subject is almost hopeless.